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so he resolved to destroy the other child, and various methods were adopted to carry out his design. This child was first left at the gate of a cattle-shed to be trampled on by the cattle ; then it was placed on the high road, to be run over by carts or trampled on by oxen. Again it was left in a cemetery, to be eaten by the Yakkhas (demons), but there it was nursed by a she-goat; and on another occasion it was thrown down a precipice, over which, condemned criminals were cast. Each time the Sitana spent one thousand pieces of money to get back the child from those who had rescued it on the several occasions. The child now began to grow steadily and was named Gosaka. The Sitana had a friend, who was a potter by profession, to whom he said, * Friend, do me the favour of destroying my illegitimate son, by throwing him into your oven, for doing which. I now advance you one thousand pieces of money. To-morrow I shall send the boy on to you,' and to this the potter agreed. The following morning the Sitana summoned Gosaka, and said to him, ' Son, I entrusted some work to that potter yesterday, go and tell him to do that work to-day.' Now Gosaka started on this mission., and his brother, who was playing ball, observing him bound on a journey inquired where he was going to, and Gosaka duly informed him; whereupon the brother volunteered to undertake the work, and in turn told Gosaka to make up whatever he had lost in playing. At first Gosaka disliked the idea, but on his brother insisting, Gosfika remained playing and his brother went on the errand. When the brother met the potter, the latter took him up and threw him into the oven.